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 1 
Present Members:  Timothy Lepore, Robin Harvey, Jennifer Iller, and Melissa Murphy. 2 
 3 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM in the Nantucket Cyrus Peirce Cafeteria. 4 
 5 
Chairman Tim Lepore opened the meeting to apologize that the newly appointed School Committee member, Pauline 6 
Proch would not attend this evening due to a family emergency.  Dr. Lepore addressed an Inquirer & Mirror editorial 7 
which speculated that there may be a conflict of interest for Mrs. Proch with regard to her appointment to the School 8 
Committee.   He shared that Nantucket is a small community that often has people serve on boards while wearing 9 
two hats.  He indicated that both he and Robin Harvey have occasionally had to recuse themselves and indicated that 10 
Mrs. Proch would do the same if and when necessary.  Melissa Murphy made a motion to approve the agenda, 11 
Jennifer Iller seconded and it was approved, unanimously. 12 
 13 
Presentations and Discussions of Interest to the Committee 14 
John & Abigail Adams Scholarship Recipients – Principal John Buckey  15 
Principal Buckey announced that we have 27 seniors eligible to receive tuition scholarship upon acceptance to a 16 
Massachusetts public institution of higher education, based on their MCAS scores.  This is the largest group in the 17 
history of NHS.  He asked the students to come up in front of the School Committee, introduce themselves and share 18 
where they applied, or are applying, and their focus of study.  The students shared a variety of fields of study, 19 
including: English, Film, Journalism, Mechanical Engineering, International Business, Architecture, Physics and 20 
Communications. 21 
 22 
School Improvement Plan – Nantucket High School Principal, John Buckey 23 
Nantucket High School Principal, John Buckey presented his School Improvement Plan.  He thanked the School 24 
Council for their active participation and began by indicating that job one will always be improving student 25 
achievement.  Watching data trends he notes that SAT & ACT scores, particularly in Math, do not mirror the MCAS 26 
scores but monitoring these scores to reflect and learn is essential.  He reviewed the increase in percentages of 27 
students on honor roll, increased enrollment and achievement in AP courses, increased college acceptances, and the 28 
decrease of drop out students.  Goal Two is to establish a safe culture and climate for all students which the high 29 
school has continued to do, increasing attendance in school, extracurriculars, interscholastic sports, participation in 30 
School to Career and in a decrease of drug/alcohol use, and reports of harassment.    Goal Three was to explore and 31 
implement a new schedule.  While the staff examined the block schedule, it was determined not to change to this, but 32 
rather modified the schedule.  The Advisory Block is now at the end the day on two days per week, offering a work 33 
study opportunity, connecting with teachers for extra help and the addition of all school assemblies to promote public 34 
speaking.  The feedback has been positive.  Goal Four to increase communication which has been significant with the 35 
publication of the Whaler Chronicle four times per year, curriculum presentations by department heads and increased 36 
use of the ConnectEd tool, which Principal Buckey acknowledges we under-utilize and he will attempt to increase 37 
this message portal.  Goal Five to prepare for the NEASC accreditation, which we are currently in the midst of, a 38 
process going well and concluding in 2016.  Goal Six to review standardize testing in Math, which is akin to the First 39 
Goal, as we utilize data and learn how to better use it to continue improvement.  The final Goal, Seven is curriculum 40 
and the continuation of UBDs (Understanding by Design), developing pacing guides, integrating Common Core 41 
Standards and exploring and expanding vocational learning opportunities.  42 
 43 
There were many questions from the School Committee, but all in support of how the SIP plan was working well as 44 
evidenced in the support data.  There was also some discussion about the technology use in the High School and how 45 
much has been adopted.  Principal Buckey did note the newly appointed CPS Principal has brought in a hefty amount 46 
of technology knowhow into the school culture and “raising the bar”. 47 
 48 
 49 
 50 
 51 
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 52 
Curriculum Presentation – Director of Curriculum & Assessment, Abbie-Jean Lareau 53 
PAARC (Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College & Careers) 54 
Ms Lareau provided a power point that detailed this new assessment coming our way.  She shared that with the 55 
development of the Common Core Standards in English Language Arts and Mathematics, it was understandable and 56 
expected that there would be a new assessment.  She reviewed which states will use PARCC, the timelines that must 57 
be met and gave some examples of how rigorous this assessment will be.  PAARC is different than the MCAS and 58 
other standardized testing, because it will be even more rigorous, is comparable across states and will provide results 59 
in a more timely manner.  Data will be available for students, parents, and educators quickly in an effort to measure 60 
student progress, inform instruction, guide learning and ensure students are “on track”.   NPS will be taking a 61 
PAARC “Field Test” this Spring 2014, as randomly selected by the State.  There were some questions from the 62 
School Committee about the technology infrastructure that will be necessary to offer these assessments.  Ms. 63 
McGonigle chimed in that her department has been working with the state to determine our level of readiness and 64 
that she expects the transition will happen systematically. 65 
 66 
Comments from the Public 67 
There were no comments from the public. 68 
 69 
Committee discussion and votes to be taken: 70 
NHS French Club Overnight Trip to France:  The French Club is up and active again, with Seth Gottlieb.  13 students 71 
have signed up to travel to France during April vacation.   Melissa Murphy made a motion, which was seconded by 72 
Jennifer Iller approve the trip and it was unanimously approved by a vote of the Committee. 73 
 74 
NES Nature’s Classroom Overnight Trip:  The Elementary School will be taking their annual trip to Nature’s 75 
Classroom on June 2-4, 2014.  It was commented this trip builds community, and has become a great part of the NES 76 
5

th
 grade experience.  Melissa Murphy made a motion, seconded by Jennifer Iller to approve the trip and it was 77 

unanimously approved by a vote of the Committee. 78 
 79 
Gift Donation for Shelving for Athletic Field House from Sonny Mandell. 80 

“On behalf of the Nantucket School Committee, we thank you and accept your donation of  45 sets of 81 
shelving and authorize the school administration to take all necessary and usual steps to effect proper 82 
accounting, bookkeeping and expenditures of the donation.” 83 

Jennifer Iller made a motion, seconded by Robin Harvey and it was unanimously approved by a vote of the 84 
Committee. 85 
 86 
Gift Donation for a Paved Handicapped Accessible Walkway:  Victor Petkauskos paved a walkway from the parking 87 
lot to the interior sidewalk at Nantucket Elementary School. 88 

“On behalf of the Nantucket School Committee, we thank you and accept your donation of  the paved 89 
handicapped accessible walkway and authorize the school administration to take all necessary and usual 90 
steps to effect proper accounting ,bookkeeping and expenditures of the donation.” 91 

Melissa Murphy made a motion, seconded by Jennifer Iller and it was unanimously approved by a vote of the 92 
Committee. 93 
 94 
Gift Donation of Food from Nantucket Island Resort:  Kylie Laird, Office Manager and Kyle Zachary, Executive 95 
Chef at Toppers at the Wauwinet donated a large quantity of gourmet foods. 96 

“On behalf of the Nantucket School Committee, we thank you and accept your donation of:  18 Quarts of 97 
Heavy Cream, 3 Quarts Half & Half, 2 Gallons Skim Milk, 3 Pounds Cream cheese, 2 Pounds Pasteurized 98 
Egg Yoks, 9 Quarts Buttermilk, 8 Pounds Jumbo Lump Crabmeat, 3 Pounds Super Lump Crabmeat, 5 99 
Boxes of Rice Chex Cereal, 3 32oz. containers of Prepared Horseradish, and authorize the school 100 
administration to take all necessary and usual steps to effect proper accounting ,bookkeeping and 101 
expenditures of the donation.” 102 
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Robin Harvey made a motion, seconded by Jennifer Iller and it was unanimously approved by a vote of the 103 
Committee. 104 
 105 
Budget Directives:  Shared before with the Committee, with time to look over and no changes requested, Melissa 106 
Muprhy made a motion, seconded by Robin Harvey and it was unanimously approved by a vote of the Committee. 107 
 108 
Transfers and Invoices:  A motion to approve the transfer and invoices was made by Melissa Murphy and seconded 109 
by Jennifer Iller.  The motion was approved by a vote of the Committee. 110 
 111 
Minutes:  A motion to approve the minutes of October 15, 2013, was made by Jennifer Iller and seconded by Robin 112 
Harvey.  Motion approved by a vote of the Committee. 113 
  114 
Superintendent’s Report 115 
Enrollment 116 
Superintendent Cozort presented the enrollment as of November 1, 2013.  The numbers keep growing. 117 
 118 
Space Needs Report 119 
Superintendent Cozort and Director of Facilities, Diane O’Neil presented a quick review of what is happening in our 120 
buildings.  For the Space needs, we have accepted the bid of Kaestle Boos, and awarded the contract for this design 121 
firm to begin the process to determine our needs.  We have also hired a company to configure our keyless entry 122 
system.  We will meet this Thursday, November 7, 2013 to have a walk  through, and they will begin to draft a set of 123 
plans.  In addition, Mrs. O’Neil has taken the safety and security requests forward and has established a lock down 124 
security system with magnetic locks, financially cost effective and easy to use, allowing for locking a door in an 125 
emergency without needing a key. 126 
 127 
Vocational Update 128 
Superintendent Cozort wished to address the “buzz” around town, fueled by an article in the Inquirer & Mirror about 129 
the future of the NPS vocational programming.  He was puzzled over the reactions of the article and wished to dispel 130 
the myth that our vocational courses were being cut back.  We are, in reality, looking to expand our offerings, while 131 
maintaining our current courses.  He made a point that Principals must constantly look at enrollment and interest to 132 
determine sustainability. 133 
  134 
School Breakfast Program 135 
A nice recognition from the DESE, NPS has increased student participation in the School Breakfast Program by 136 
35%. 137 
 138 
On the Horizon 139 
Superintendent Cozort reviewed the future meeting topics:  our Budget, Food Services Update, a presentation from 140 
Strong Wings, the 2014/2015 Draft Calendar, and an ESL Update.  Melissa Murphy raised the issue of Sub 141 
Committee reassignments and asked to include this in the November 19 meeting. 142 
 143 
Sub-Committee & Acknowledgements  144 
Parker Richards was at an interview with the University of Chicago and therefore there were no sub committee 145 
reports. 146 
 147 
At 7:40 p.m. the School Committee adjourned. 148 
 149 
Respectfully submitted,  150 
Logan O’Connor 151 


